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Objectives

At the end of this unit, you wll

Be aware of the following

Vari ety of outl ooks toward wonen within Islam

| mportance of female sexual purity to marry
Eastern Ot hodox and Muslins

Wrmen saints and nuns in the Eastern Ot hodox
tradition

I ncrease in exploitation of wonen (pornography,
prostitution and abuse) in sonme parts of the
former Soviet Union

Detrinmental effects of mlitary personnel
participating in the sex trade

Variety of wonen’s experience in the Russian
Feder ati on

World War |1 conbat arnms participation by
Sovi et wonen

Current statistics on wonen in the Russian
Federation Arned Forces, and support military
occupational service positions they held

Traditionally patriarchal nature of Russian
soci ety

Trends concerni ng wonen’s rol es under

Per est roi ka

Statistics of wonen in wages, enploynent,
parlianment and as crine victins

Current marginalization experienced by sone
Russi an Federati on wonen

State Departnent’s assessnent of women’s
I ssues--donestic violence, |egal sluggishness
and enpl oynent

|dentify

Hi j ab, Saints, Apostles
Martyr, Theot okos
Rel i gi ous orders
Canoni ze
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St. Seraphi m of Sarov
Vener ati on
Per estroi ka

Realize

Hi gh percentage of Soviet wonmen who practiced
engi neering, mathematics and nedi cal doctor
vocati ons

Doubl e burden--bei ng honme provi der and wage

ear ner s- - experienced by many wonen in the
Sovi et era

Use of abortion as a primary neans of birth
control in the Russian Federation

Trafficking in wonen within the New I ndependent
States and the reasons for its existence

Di sproportionately high percentage of wonen
currently unenpl oyed in the Russian Federation
Low pay scal es for wonen conpared to nmen in the
Russi an Federation

Devel opnent of wonen’s religious conmunities in
the Russian Ot hodox Church

Large nunber of w dows who nmake up wonen’s
Russi an Orthodox religious communities

| nportance given Mary the nother of Jesus in
Russi an Orthodox circles

Reasons for prostitution’s appeal to sone
Russi an Federati on wonen

| npact of prostitution on deployed U S. Arned
For ces personnel
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. Overview

“...there is a huge difference between the |ives
and opi nions of young and ol d wonen, urban and rural
wonen, professional and uneducated wonen, prostitutes,
| esbi ans, religious wonen, radical fem nists and wonen
of all ages and nationalities who wish to return to the
traditional values of home and famly. Such richness
and multiplicity remnd us that it is inpossible to
uni versalize a particular pattern of experience for
wonen. . .”

-- Rosalind Marsh, “Wnen’'s Studi es and Wnen's
| ssues,” Wonen in Russia and Ukraine, p. 7.

1. Military Experience

a. World War Il Ei ght hundred
t housand Sovi et wonen served in Wrld
War I'l. Though nost were nedical
wor kers, a sizable group were ful
conbat ant s- - bonber pilots, tank
drivers, snipers, and engineers. The
Hero of the Soviet Union conbat nedal,
conparabl e to our Medal of Honor, went
to eighty-six wonmen arnmed forces
personnel .

In the book Night Wtches, the Untold Story of
Sovi et Wonen in Conbat, author Bruce Myl es describes
the many Russian wonen air pilots during 1939-1945.
During the sunmmer of 1942 on the southern front, these
pilots would fly up to ten bonbing runs each night
agai nst Cerman of f ensi ves.

One pilot, Nadia Popova, was forced down by
flam ng fuel tanks on her PO 2 Fighter. Author Mles’
describes Nadia s sense of resolve and fortitude.
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“Her skin was fresh and unlined
and bore remarkable little sign of
the pressures of daily air conbat.
In her nmental attitudes, though, she
recogni zed a toughness that had
never been there before. She had
al ways been determ ned, but now she
knew t hat her experiences under fire
had gi ven her a ruthless single-

m ndedness” (p. 83).

b. Present realities 1n direct contrast to
wartime conbat service, in peacetinme Soviet wonen serve
in support positions far fromfront |ines.

Wnen now make up only four-tenths of 1 percent of
t he Russi an Federation forces, conpared to sonme 14 to
20 percent in the United States mlitary.

Recently the Frunze Naval Acadeny at St
Pet ersburg accepted its first woman cadet, Lyudmla
Yol shina, who cones froma long famly |ineage of
graduates of the Acadeny.

2. Man’s World patriarchal attitudes toward women
in Russian society take a variety of forns. In
politics, Rosalind Marsh wites, “Under the rule of the
tsars, the Soviet reginme and the new denocratic rulers
of Russia and the Ukraine, power has always rested in
the hands of nmen who have | egislated for wonen” (p. 5).
Wnen primarily were behind-the-scenes organi zers
rather than front runners.

In Russia, notherhood traditionally neant not only
the raising of children, but enconpassed the physical
and enotional support of nen.

In the early 1980s, when the Soviet Union sought
to boost birthrates, popul ar nagazine articles saw
wonen as the key to enabling nen to be sober,

i ndustrious and responsible to their children. Wnen
took the blanme for irresponsible and al coholic
husbands. Patience, understandi ng and “i nexhausti bl e
| ove” toward their wayward spouse becanme unwitten
ideal traits possessed by a wife.
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One woman’ s characteri zation of
her husband exenplifies the hard-
nosed realities of living in a
“man’s world.” “l don’'t know how
many bitter stories and conplaints
|’ve had to listen to! He doesn’t
care about the house, he’'s always in
a tenper, he conmes hone drunk, he
treats the place |like a hotel”
(Marsh, p. 252).

3. Socialist Equality and the “ Double Burden”

a. Workplace gains Conmuni sm br ought
significant occupational and educational gains to
wonen. By the 1990s, sone 40 percent of managers
wi thin public agencies were wonen (a statistic equal to
that of the United States). A “glass ceiling” however,
remai ned for top adm nistrative positions.

In the field of engineering and mat hemati cs, wonen
conpri sed over 50 percent of the Soviet workforce.
Si xty percent of the Soviet Union’s nedical doctors
were female. |In America, wonen nmeke up only 15 percent
of the engineering, mathematics and nedi cal doctor
personnel .

b. “Double burden” Yet with this advance in
occupati onal standing, often wonen had to take
initiative in keeping homes operational.

Wites columist Al essandra Stanley, “Soviet
soci ety enpowered wonen to work outside the hone, then
doubl ed their load, forcing themto hold down jobs and
still take care of the children, the house and the
bureaucratic tangles of everyday survival...”
(“Denobcracy in Russia: Wnen’s Lib Is Just Cosnetic”)
p. 3.

The negative effect on the Soviet famly, to say
not hi ng of the energy required for such dual focused
effort, nmade the wonman’s role a very weari sone one.
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4. Perestroika

a. Return to traditional roles M chail Gorbachev,
in his 1987 book Perestroi ka, nmentioned the need for
Soviet wonmen to return to their “purely womanly
m ssion” of traditional household roles. Male Russian
| eaders, whether followng the trend advocating Western
pluralismor that of returning to conservative Othodox
val ues, agreed with platforns advocating a wonan’s
pl ace to be the traditional home and famly spheres.

b. “ Re-masculinization” of society Some argue
that since Perestroika, the “strong and capabl e wonman
wor ker” of the early Soviet era is now replaced with
the i mage of donestic servant.

Aggressi ve, conpetitive, risk-
t aki ng nmen need the nurture of
supportive w ves/nothers. Violence
agai nst wonen, exploitation of sex
in the nedia and drastic reduction
of wonen in enploynent and political
| eadership positions serve to verify
this trend.

c. Poverty and unemployment wth the
bl ossom ng of Perestroika, poverty and unenpl oynent had
a di sproportionate inpact upon Russia’s female
popul ation. Wnen aged 20 to 45 were nost likely to
recei ve cutbacks and | ayoffs. Single nothers faced
especi ally bl eak prospects.

d. “ Spontaneous” advocacy groups one of the
positive benefits of Perestroika is the unplanned rise
of wonen’s groups dedicated to political, educational,
economc, religious, artistic and charitable causes.
The variety of these organi zations arose in response to
a perceived |l ack of interest on the state’'s part to
wonen’ s issues. The “Wnen of Russia” novenent,

Comm ttees of Soldier’'s Mthers, and |Independent
Wnen's Forum are but a few of the organizations which
arose during this period.
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5. Current Realities

a. Statistics Swanee Hunt, the U.S. Anbassador to
Austria, gives the follow ng dismal statistics
concerning wonen within Russia today (“Wnen' s Vital
Voi ces, Foreign Affairs, July/August 1997, pp. 3-4).

Wages In 1989, wonen’s wages were 70
percent of their male counterparts. As of
1995, the percentage |owered to 40
percent .

Employment Too often, women now are the
“last hired and first fired”

Domestic crime In Russia today, an
estimated 80 percent of violent crine
takes place in the hone. Each year,

15, 000 wonen are killed by their husbands.

Parliament makeup In 1987, wonen
conpri sed sone 33 percent of parlianment
menbership. By 1994, the nunber was
reduced to under 3 percent.

b. Marginalization Though life
under Communi smwas no picnic, the
transition to capitalismis especially
difficult for Russia s wonen.
“IDlimnished | abor market access,
increasing vulnerability to crine,
| oss of famly-oriented soci al
benefits, and exceedingly | ow
parliamentary representati on” serve
currently to marginalize wonen within
t he Russian Federation (Hunt, p. 2).

Abortion, used for a variety of reasons, is a
primary nmeans to regulate famly size. Lack of birth
control education and neans i s commonpl ace. Abortions
often occur in an “assenbly line” fashion, adding to
t he sense of depersonalization. Though estimates vary,
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Russi an wonen average three abortions in their
lifetine.

For wi ves conprising the wealthy upper 1 percent
of the Russian Federation, isolation, anxiety and
boredom can be unwel cone partners of econonic
prosperity.

Says (O ga Dubova, wfe of a top
executive, “Mst husbands want to
keep their wives in the shadows”

(Al essandra Stanl ey, “Russian Wves
Learn What Money Can’t Buy, New York
Tinmes, 11 Mar 1997, p. Al).

c. U.S. Department of State Assessment The
Russia Country Report on Human Rights Practices for
1997 gives the follow ng assessnent of wonen’s issues
wi thin the Russian Federation.

(1) Domestic violence “Domestic viol ence
remains a major problem as victins rarely have
recourse to protection fromthe authorities. Police
are frequently reluctant or even unwilling to involve
t hensel ves in what they see as purely donestic
di sputes. Many wonen are deterred fromreporting such
crimes because of this and because the housing system
makes it difficult either to find housing outside the
famly dwelling or to expel an abusive spouse, even
after a final divorce action

According to a Decenber Human Ri ghts Watch report,
t he Governnent reported that al nost 11, 000 wonen
reported rape or attenpted rape in 1996. Human R ghts
Watch further reported that Yekaterina Lakhova,
President Yeltsin's advisor on wonen's issues, has
estimated that 14,000 wonen are killed by husbands or
famly menbers each year. Human Rights Watch notes,
however, that these statistics underestinate the extent
of the problem due to the underreporting of these
crimes by victins. In 1996 [an estimated] 80 percent
of violent crine occurred in the hone.”
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(2) Medical/legal sluggishness “Hospitals and
menbers of the nedical profession provide assistance to
wonen who have been assaulted. However, sonme doctors
are reluctant to ascertain the details of a sexua
assault, fearing that they will be required to spend
| ong periods in court.

Wil e noting that the Governnment has
begun to address the seriousness of the
probl em of viol ence agai nst wonen, the
Human Ri ghts Watch report criticized the
Governnment for ‘failing to afford victins
of violence the protection of the law ...,’
and Russian | aw enforcenent officials for
not effectively ensuring that incidents of
vi ol ence agai nst wonen are investigated and
prosecuted, and for sonetinmes obstructing
their investigation and prosecution.

The report further stated that ‘This discrepancy
between the law as witten and the |aw as applied

denonstrates Russia's failure to fulfill its

i nternational human rights obligations.” Human Ri ghts
Watch also criticized the State Dunma for its ‘seriously
flawed” drafting of a law on famly violence. It noted

t hat many wonen's groups have faced consi derabl e
difficulty in gaining access to and commenting on
drafts of the law.”

(3) Employment “There is credible evidence
t hat wonen encounter considerable discrimnation in
enpl oynent. At a Duma-sponsored roundtable held on
March 5, 1996, representatives of 53 wonen's
associ ations appealed to the Duma to inprove the |egal
status of wonen by creating a council to assess al
draft legislation to ensure that it provides for equal
opportunities for wonen and nen.

In their appeal to the Duma, the wonen's
associ ations' representatives raised their concerns
that wonen form a disproportionately high percentage
(62 percent) of the officially registered unenpl oyed,
t hat wonen are discrimnated against in hiring and
firing, that the differences between the salaries of
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men and wonmen have increased sharply, and that few
wonen attain senior positions.”

(4) Enforcement of laws “Human Ri ghts Watch
in 1996 accused the Governnent of participating in
di scrimnatory actions agai nst wonen, contendi ng that
t he Governnent sel dom enforces enpl oynent | aws
concerni ng wonen. Enployers prefer to hire nen,
t hereby saving on maternity and child care costs, and
avoi ding the perceived unreliability that acconpanies
the hiring of wonren with small children. In July 1996,
a change in the Labor Code prohibited wonen between the
ages of 15 and 49 frombeing hired for jobs that are
considered to be harnful to their health, including
working on the night shift. Many of these jobs pay
nmore, allow early retirenent, or both.”

(5) Pay “Wonen continue to report cases in
which they are paid |less for the sane work that their
mal e col | eagues perform Moreover, wonen have reported
sexual harassnment in the workplace, with enpl oyers
frequently requesting femal e enpl oyees ‘w t hout
conpl exes,’” neaning that they should be receptive to
liberties taken by their enployers.

Job advertisenents often specify
sex and age groups, and sonetines
physi cal appearance as well. The
Gover nment does not coll ect
statistics on wages or incone by sex;
one informal estimate is that wonen's
average incones are about 50 to 55
percent of the average mal e i ncones.

Pr of essi ons dom nated by wonen tend to be | ower
pai d than those dom nated by nen. Moscow human
resources managers privately admt that discrimnation
agai nst wonen in hiring is common. Unenpl oynent, at
9.3 percent of the workforce as of August, also
di sproportionately affects wonen.”
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Il. Religious Perspectives

1. Islam ) 3

a. Helpful global outlooks The
followng material, descriptive of worldw de
Muslim practice, provides a context for Russian
Federation Islam c understandi ng.

(1) Variety Islamin the Russian Federation,
whi | e di verse, neverthel ess incorporates practice and
t hought derived fromhistoric Muslimeras. Wile the
Qur’”an, hadith, and Sharia give distinct instruction
concerning a woman’s role and position, there is
diversity when inplenmenting this guidance in regions of
t he Russi an Federati on.

Thr oughout the regions where Islamis practiced,
custons vary concerning wonen’s dress. Sone
fundanmental i st extrem sts seek to inpose strict Islamc
soci al codes requiring head-to-foot shrouds. They
woul d restrict wonen to the practice of nursing or
medi ci ne al one. Progressive wonen seek reformin
restrictive clothing practices, and in econoni c,
educati on, and deci si on-nmaki ng poli ci es.

(2) Western media negativity Qur nedi a often
portrays Muslimwonen as victinms of Islam c resurgence.
Negative treatnents of polygany, divorce by sinple
repudi ation, veil wearing, segregation of the sexes,

i nprisonnment in household tasks, dependence on the
husband and | ack of legal rights are the focus. The
positive, stability enhancing, personally fulfilling
di mensi ons of the discussion are often overl ooked.
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(3) Complementary roles

“Tradition-oriented [Muslim nmen and wonen do not
view the social custons and restrictions as repressive,
but as conplenentary to the status and nature of wonen.
They see the restrictions as providing protection for
wonen so that they need not be subjected to the stress,
conpetition, tenptations, and possible indignities
present in ‘outside’ society.” (Margaret Nydell,
Under st andi ng Arabs, p. 55.)

(4) Assumption of male/female emotional and

physical differences Mst interpreters of the Qur’an
accept the notion of radical, distinct enotional as
wel | as physical differences between the sexes. (See
Dr. Ganal Badawi’s The Status of Wonman in |Islam)

Three treatnents of Islamc wonen’s rights--the
traditional, fundanentalist, and progressive--assist
our under st andi ng.

b. Traditional views of the status of women

The Status of Wonen in Islam a
panphl et by Dr. Ganal A. Badaw ,
publ i shed by The Mislim Students
Association of the United States and
Canada, outlines conventi onal
perspectives on Islam s treatnment of
wonen. Dr. Badawi ’'s perspective is
i nstrunmental in understanding
traditional wonen’s roles. Hi's
views seemto accurately portray
traditional Mislimpositions.

(1) The historical context G ven the di smal
status of wonen in seventh century M ddl e East society,
Islamdid nuch to restore dignity and i ndivi dua
rights.

(2) Spiritual equality Before God, nen and
wonen are on equal footing.
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“The Prophet said, ‘Al people are equal, as equal
as the teeth of a conb. An Arab is no better than a
non- Arab, nor is a white person over a bl ack person,
nor is a male superior to the female. The only people
who enjoy preference with God are the devout.’”
(Hadith as quoted in Marston Speight, God is One, p.
50.)

(3) Social position in the home “The Qur’ an
clearly indicates that marriage is a sharing between
the two hal ves of the society, and that its objectives,
besi de perpetuating human life, are enotional well-
bei ng and spiritual harnony.

Its bases are | ove and
mercy... And anong His signs is this:
That He created mates for you from
yoursel ves that you may find rest,
peace of mnd in them and He
ordai ned between you | ove and nercy.
Lo, herein indeed are signs for
peopl e who reflect.’”” (Sura 30: 21,
Badaw , p. 16.)

(4) Economic position “According to Islanic
Law, a woman’s right to her noney, real estate, or
other properties is fully acknow edged. This right
under goes no change whether she is single or married..

Wth regard to the woman’ s ri ght
to seek enploynent...I|slamregards her
role in society as a nother and a wfe
as the nost sacred and essential one.
Nei t her mai ds nor baby-sitters can
possi bly take the nother’s place as
t he educator of wupright, conplex-free,
and carefully-reared children. Such a
nobl e and vital role, which |argely
shapes the future of nations, cannot
be regarded as ‘i dl eness.
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...there is no decree in Islamwhich forbids a
woman from seeki ng enpl oynent whenever there is a
necessity for it, especially in positions which fit her
nature and in which society needs her nost. Exanples
of these professions are nursing, teaching (especially
for children), and nedicine. Mreover, there is no
restriction on benefiting fromwoman’s excepti onal
talent in any field. Even for the position of a
judge...we find early Muslimscholars...holding there
is nothing wong wwth it.” (Badaw, p. 22.)

(5) Political dimensions Political
i nvol venent --el ection, nomnation to political office,
participation in public affairs--in sone |Islamc
circles is not limted to nen alone. However,
t hroughout the M ddle Eastern world and nmuch of
Sout heast Asia, nost Muslimwonen are ineligible to
becone heads of state.

(6) Hijab (HEHZH yahb) Anal ysts often
interpret the growi ng, w despread popularity of hijab
(traditional Muslimdress for wonen, including covering
of the head), as indicating a rise of traditionalist
| sl am

Judith MIller, in describing the
difficulty of assessing the depth of
what sone depict as the growing Islamc
fervor, outlines the follow ng reasons
for a wonman’s use of traditional dress:

(a) Expense Cost of cosmetics and trips
to hairdressers is greatly reduced by wearing
traditional garb

(b) Psychological distance In crowded
living conditions, hijab maintains a safe haven--even
in the mdst of congested conditions.

(c) Safety Traditional dress says “This
is a devout woman. Leave her alone.”

134



Unit 10: Gender Issues

(d) Mobility 1n conservative cul tures,
t he chador (wonan’s shawl) allows a wonan to venture
out side the confines of her hone.

(e) Fashion For sone wonen, wearing
hijab is a statenent of fashion and generati onal
rebellion. (See God Has N nety-N ne Nanes, pp. 469,
470.)

c. Fundamentalist outlooks

| n Af ghani stan, recent
i nposition of strict Sharia ruling
bars nmost wonen from wor ki ng out si de
t he honme or going to school.
Taliban clerics and mlitia seek to
reestabli sh nmedi eval guidelines
wWithin this war-torn country.
Percei ved di scrim nati on agai nst
wonen is the result.
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On 7 Cct 1996, the United Nations formally
objected to this extrene treatnent, warning that
foreign aid prograns may be disrupted unl ess change
i ncurs.

d. Progressive views

One of this century’s first
progressi ve wonmren was Egypt’s Huda
Saraw (hoo- DAH sah-RAH-wee). In
1923, she threw her veil into the
Medi t erranean, becom ng one of the
first wonen to becone unveil ed.

In response, her husband quickly divorced her. In
time, she founded the Egyptian Fem nist Union, which
pronoted nationalism education for wonen, and an
outl awi ng of the veil.
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Today, a broad based wonan’s group, the “Sisters
in Islam” advocates | aws agai nst donestic viol ence.
They pronote Qur’an interpretation by wonen textual
critics.

Advocates of Muslimwonen's rights seek equality
in education, property rights, and business
opportunity.

“They al so want reformin
Muslimfamly |aws that often
| eaves them at the nercy of nen
who can di vorce them w t hout
war ni ng, take away their children,
deny themthe right to travel and
bequeath them as chattel to the
next male relative.”

(See Barbara Crossette, “Wnen's Rights Gaining
Attention Wthin Islam” New York Tines, 12 May 1996,
p. A3.)

e. Russian Federation realities The statenent
of one Mufti (Islamc |eader) in Chechnya gives insight
on gender issues within that region of the Russian
Federation. After describing the inportance of wonen
Wi thin society and the necessity of their purity, the
| eader states “[The wonman] mnust renain clean--both from
the religious and fromthe practical point of view
She nust be protected, but not isolated. |Islamforbids
t he suppression of wonen. The Chechen wonan favors
Islam like the rest of our people” (Paul Henze, |slam
in the North Caucasus: The Exanpl e of Chechnya, p. 39).

2. Russian Orthodox Thought and Practice

a. Introduction Sone may see
Russi an Orthodox practice--especially the
inability of wonen to becone priests or
tendency to foster traditionally
conservative attitudes and roles for
wonen--as serving to limt gender
freedom especially wthin the Russian
Federation. Historically however, wonen
possessed great positions of power and
authority within the church

136



Unit 10: Gender Issues

The foll ow ng section addresses the subjects of
wonen’s religious communities, Theotokos, saints and
fem ni st theol ogical thought. It argues that gender
i ssues applying to wonen in Russian Othodox practice
may be nore nuanced than initially appear.

b. Women’s religious communities

Bot h nen and wonen enter
religious orders--conmunities of
Christians who |ive as active
W t nesses to Jesus Christ and who
observe vows of poverty, chastity
and obedi ence. Mnastics stress
community living, prayer,
reflection and solitude. Nuns as
wel | as nonks are part of these
holy orders.

In a helpful article entitled “Wnen's Religious
Communities (1764-1907)" (Seeking God, ed. Stephen
Bat al den), Brenda Meehan outlines the rich | eadership
heritage taken by wonen within the Russian Othodox
nmonastic tradition. The author exam nes sone 217
different centers. Spawned by religious revival, calls
to a holy life patterned after spiritual nystics, and
enbodyi ng the practices of the desert fathers, these
communities were primarily rural. Wnen undert ook
| eadership of these nonastic conmunities in five
di stinct ways.

(1) St. Seraphim of Sarov (SYER-
ahf-yi m SAHR-ahf, 1759-1833) This nonk,
hermt and ascetic (podvizhnik) was a sort
of spiritual athlete, acconplishing many
astounding religious feats. He lived “at
one with God and nature.” Though people
canme seeking his wisdom for over twenty
years St. Seraphimkept a vow of silence.
He took special theological interest in
t he many wonen who cane seeking his
gui dance or who settled near the Sarov
hermtage. At Diveevo, St. Seraphim
founded a community of virgins based on
strict ascetic rite.
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(2) Recognized spiritual elders Menbers of the
Di veevo cl oi ster devel oped strong spiritual follow ngs
based upon their own piety and recogni zed | eadershi p.
Bl essed Natal ia, considered a “holy fool” by sone in
her youth, eventually adjusted to nonastic rite.
Dressing lightly in rain or frost, she prayed
constantly and read the Psal ns often throughout the
night. The rigor of her practice and sinplicity of her
life attracted those seeking counsel and spiritual
insight. Natal’'ia created a separate wonen’s community
at Meliavskaia in 1900.

Hermt Anastasia Senenovnha Logacheva (1809-1875),
devout from her youth, sought guidance from St.
Seraphi mon three separate occasions. Prior to her
t aki ng ascetic vows, Seraphimadvised her first to care
for her incapacitated and elderly parents. After her
parent’s death, she becane a | eader who attracted the
troubl ed and sear chi ng.

(3) Widows Margarita
M khai | ovha Tuchkova was an
ari stocrati c woman whose husband,
General Tuchkov was killed at the
Battl e of Borodino in 1812. Borodi no
(bah-rah-dee-NAH), a village sone
113 km WBW of Moscow, was the scene of
a 7 Septenber defeat of the Russian
Arnmy by Napol eon.

Tuchkova desired to build a church in honor of her
fall en husband and other soldiers. Living in a
hermt’s hut while in Borodino negotiating the building
process, Tuchkova (called Mariia within nonastic
circles) devel oped a pious reputation and drew peopl e
to her. Abused wonen were especially singled out for
conpassi onate attention. By 1877, over 200 sisters
lived in the nonastery at Spaso-Borodi nskai a.

O her wi dows foll owed the exanple of wonen such as
Tuchkova. Entering nonasteries or founding communities
later inlife, after conpleting obligations to spouse
and children becane a pattern for these often wealthy
| eaders.
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(4) Clergy established communities In
response to initiatives at the local |evel, bishops and
clergy often woul d establish nonastic communities for
wonen. School s, al nshouses, orphanages, hospitals,
i con devel opnent and hones for the elderly canme under
this category. Sone descri be Countess Evgeniia
Bori sovna Efinovskai a (1890-1925), a nenber of one of
these comunities at Ekaterina, as the abl est Russian
t heol ogi an of her tine.

(5) Local initiatives Ordi nary
men and wonen of villages and towns,
in response to a need, established
shelters under the | eadership of pious
wonen. Designed for the honel ess,
el derly, and w dowed--"fam |yl ess”
wonen especi ally--these centers al so
becanme hones for poor or orphaned
girls.

Orphans of fallen soldiers habited sone of the
sanctuaries. They served as informal wayfarer hostels
as well.

Such shelters al so becane centers for prayers for
the dead. Through the charitable work and denonstrated
piety of the | eaders of these comrunities, great
soci etal influence--a tangible denonstration of the
conpassi on of faith--cane about.

c. Theotokos (thay-oh- TOHK-uhs, “bearer of God”)
Orthodoxy calls Mary, Jesus’ nother, by this ancient
Geek title. The belief that Jesus Christ, the child
she bore, is God made flesh (the incarnation) gives
hei ght ened appreciation for Mary, the *“CGod-bearer” or
Mot her of Cod.

Next to Jesus Christ, icons depict Mary nore than
any ot her person. Feast days in Mary’'s honor bestow
great reverence upon her. As a byproduct, sone woul d
argue the position of all wonen is upraised as a result
of the veneration given Mary.
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d. Saints and apostles wnen saints receive
veneration (to regard with reverence or awe) wthin
ort hodoxy, though canoni zation is |ess structured and
centralized. Nuns dedicate thenselves to a cloistered
life in established religious orders. Sone theol ogi ans
suggest Mary of Magdal a, Junia (who is nentioned in
Romans 16:7) and Phoebe (Romans 16: 1) were apostl es.

In addition to the early
apostl es, many saints are wonen.
Martyrs for the faith, or those who
have lived a life worthy of imtation
by all the faithful are canonized as
saints. During this process, the
church studies the person’s life and
hi story. Then, in successive stages,
decl ares them “bl essed,” “beatified,”
and canoni zed.

A few of the early wonen saints include Hel ena,
not her of Constantine and di scoverer of the cross (A D
326); Agnes, a child martyr (292-304); Anne, the nother
of Mary; Monica, the nother of St. Augustine; Dorothea,
victimof fourth century persecution; and Certrude (d.
664) .

e. Feminist theologians

Wthin Christianity at |arge, some fem nist (or
“womani st”) theol ogi ans argue that wonmen nust see
religion through the lens of their own personal
experience. CGod's grace and holy baptism-foundations
of the faith--are readily enbraced. Yet different
meani ngs nmay be attached to these ideas and rituals.
Literature concerni ng womani st i ssues in Eastern
Orthodoxy is rare.
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Ill. Pornography and Prostitution

“[T]rafficking in wonen is fueling organized
crime, creating a nmenaci ng new East - West
link...societies cannot honestly support wonen as
buil ders of the new econom es while tolerating a market
in which crimnals sell themas comodities.”

--Swanee Hunt, “Wnen's Vital Voices,” Foreign
Affairs, July/August 1997, p. 5.

1. Exploitation

a. Media Wwthin Soviet Russia, stenmng in part
from bans on pornography and a | ack of advertising, the
deni gration of wonen--inmages of wonen as tenptresses,
sexual playthings or victins--was curtailed within the
medi a.

The recent nedia surge, often
inported fromthe West, views wonen
as sex objects and victins of
vi ol ence. Such characterizations
denonstrate that hostile or
stereotyped attitudes were repressed,
rat her than eradi cated, wi thin Sovi et
soci ety.

b. Prostitution Some recent news accounts depi ct
prostitution as “boom ng” within the Russian
Federation. In the industrial center of Saratov (sah-
RAH-t ahf), | ocated 220 mles north of Vol gograd,
“hundreds of |ocal wonen--teachers, nurses, single
not hers and even schoolgirls” work as prostitutes due
to the ailing econony and pitifully | ow wages
(Al'l essandra Stanley, “Wth Prostitution Boom ng,
Legali zation Tenpts Russia,” New York Tinmes, 3 March
1998, p. Al).

c. Trafficking in women A 10 March 1998 fact
sheet rel eased by the Senior Coordinator for
I nternational Wonen’s Issues of the U S State
Departnment, states...
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o)

“Wel | -established crim nal
organi zations traffic in wonen and
girls, often capitalizing on rising
unenpl oynment and di sintegrating
soci al networks in devel opi ng
countries, Central Europe, and the
former Soviet Union. North Anmerica
is a grow ng destination point for
trafficking victins” (p. 1).
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According to Mchael Specter, trafficking in
Slavic wonen is the latest prostitution fashion
(“Traffickers’” New Cargo: Naive Slavic Wrnen,” New York
Tinmes, 11 Jan 1998, p. Al). Huge profits, ready
mar kets, m nimal punishment and few risks of getting
caught spur traffickers of Russian Federation and
former Eastern European wonen. @ ven the sense of
soci etal despair, alienation, poverty and hopel essness
experienced by sone Russian Federation youth--
especially wonen--this disturbing trend may likely
cont i nue.

2. Impact on Armed Forces Personnel

For isolated, conparatively wealthy, sonetinmes
| onely Arnmed Forces personnel stationed in Europe or
visiting on a short tenporary duty (TDY) stint,
participation in the sex trade can seem an overwhel m ng
and attractive tenptation. Consideration of the
follow ng issues, in addition to the matters raised
above, may assi st personnel in dealing with the issue.

a. Risk Participating in the
prostitution trade--whether legally
or illegally--involves physical and
enot i onal / psychol ogi cal ri sk
Physi cal hazards are well - known- -
exposure to venereal diseases, Al Ds,
and an underground world lucrative
for crimnal activity.
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Less famliar are the enotional /psychol ogi cal
risks. For married personnel, the dissonance raised in
“playing the field” while having w ves and chil dren
back hone can affect enotional ties once a return to
CONUS (Continental United States) occurs. \Wether
single or married, engaging in a kal ei doscopi c venue of
sexual favors cannot but inpact relations involving
nmore | ong-term conmm t nents.

b. Values

Armed Forces personnel
represent the United States.
As mlitary nmenbers, we possess
val ues--integrity, selfless
service, commtnment, conpetence,
| oyal ty--which apply whether in or
out of uniform \When participating
in a questionable trade, it defanes
t hese val ues.

Marriage vows are dishonored. Religious ethical
practice is ridiculed. The illegality of the
prostitution trade is increasingly seen as a crinme, not
only by those who sell the services, but by clients
engagi ng i n the business.

C. System perpetuation In a recent (25 Mar
1997) U.S. Departnent of State report to the United
Nati ons Human Ri ghts Conmm ssion, del egate Robert Loftus
stated, “If outright chattel slavery has ended in
al nost every country of the world, there continues to
be an al arm ng nunber of closely related practices.
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One of the nost reprehensible of
these is the trafficking of wonen and
girls for sexual purposes. The
responsibility for this | oathsone
practice, which is particularly
prevalent in certain countries of
sout hern and sout heast Asia, but also
grow ng el sewhere in the world, is not
solely confined to those who conduct the
sex trade. Those who engage in sexua
tourismare equally culpable.” Mlitary
menbers who engage in the sex trade are
gui lty of sustaining and maintaining the
practice.

3. Practical Considerations

On Partnership for Peace and mlitary-to-mlitary
activities, officers and non-comm ssioned officers
woul d be wise to prepare thensel ves beforehand to avoid
conprom sing situations. The mlitary tradition of the
Russi an Federati on and New y | ndependent States nmay
encourage a gratuitous use of wonen, whereby escorts
are readily provided visiting senior |eaders.

“The Arnmy is nore than an organi zation; it is an
institution with a unique and enduring set of val ues.
Val ues are the essence of our Arny. Like conbat
skills, they have to be trained, honed, and polished to
perfection. The Arny instills these values in its
sol diers who are nen and wonen in the Arny. These
val ues are as follows: Duty, Honor, Courage, Loyalty,
Integrity, Respect, and Sel fl ess Service.”
General Dennis Reinmer, 17 Cct 1997
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Vocabulary List--Gender Issues

Apostles Early disciples of Jesus, sent forth by himto
procl ai m hi s teachings

Canonize Process by which the church identifies those who will
be saints. Canonization first examnes the life and history
of the respected individual, then declares them in
successive stages to be blessed, beatified and then
canoni zed a saint.

Hijab (HEHzH yahb) Traditional Mislimdress of wonen, often
i ncl udi ng covering of the head

Martyr one who dies for their faith

Mother Teresa of Calcutta Roman Catholic nun, founder of the
Order of the Mssionaries of Charity. Born in Skopje of
Al bani an parents, Mther Teresa becane one of the 20th
century’s nost respected wonen.

Perestroika Restructuring under Soviet |eader Gorbachev.
Production focused on what people desired to consunme, not on
what the state nandated al one.

RellgIOUS orders Communities of Christians, within the Eastern
Orthodox and Roman Catholic tradition, who observe vows of
poverty, chastity and obedi ence. Mnks and nuns are part of
t hese holy orders.

Saints Persons of exceptional holiness of life, formally
recogni zed as such by the church

Theotokos (thay-oh-TOHK-uhs) Title given to the Virgin Mary as
t he Mot her of Chri st

Veneration To regard or treat with reverence or awe. Icons
w thin Russian Orthodoxy are venerated rather than
wor shi pped.
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“Chal | enge yoursel f.”
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Review Quiz: Gender Issues

Part 1--True or False pPiace aT or an F
in the blank provided.

1. During Wrld War 11, there was a significant percentage
of Soviet wonen in their arned forces.

2. Today wonen make up roughly 15 percent of the Russian
Federation mlitary.

3. Per estroi ka encouraged bol d, aggressive, risk taking
wonen to conquer the workpl ace.

4. Musl i m practice concerning wonen’s roles is uniform
t hroughout the world

5 Musl im practice often allows for wonen enploynent in
pr of essi ons of nursing, teaching and nedi ci ne.

6. Advocates of Muslimwonen’s rights seek equality in
educati on, property rights, and business opportunity.

7. Femal e sexual purity is a non-issue with Eastern
Ot hodox and Muslim practitioners.

8. Wbonen possess historical positions of influence and
service within Russian Othodox practice.

9. Nuns cannot be a part of Eastern Othodox religious
or ders.
10. Roughly 33 percent of the Russian Federation parlianent

is made up of wonen.
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Part 2-- Multiple Choice piace the
letter of the nbst correct answer in the
space provi ded.

1. The “doubl e burden” in Russian wonen’s issues refers to
a. being both wage earner and honenmaker at the sane tine.
b. roles where a wife nust raise the children and pl ay
“nmot her” to her indol ent husband.
c. being risk taking and aggressive at work while subm ssive
and conpliant at hone.

2. In his book Perestroi ka, Mchail Gorbachev advocat ed

a. place their children in care centers and strive for top
positions in Russian industry.

b. take responsibility for their alcohol abusing and
i rresponsi bl e husbands.

c. return to their “purely womanly m ssion” of traditional
househol d rol es.

3. What workforce group is nost likely to receive cutbacks

and | ayoffs in the Russian Federation?

a. 45- to 65-year-old nmen and wonen
b. 20- to 45-year-old wonen
c. 30- to 50-year-old nen

4. Many tradition-oriented Musli mnen and wonen see

socially restrictive roles for nen and wonen as
a. repressive.

b. mutually beneficial.
c. exploitive
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5. Many husbands of the wealthy upper 1 percent of the

Russi an Federati on

a. treat their wives to a life of caviar, soap operas and
exotic trips.

b. encourage their wves to formpartnerships with themin
busi ness.

c. like to keep their w ves secluded and uni nvol ved in
busi ness pursuits.

6. Eastern Ot hodox practice
a. honors a long tradition of wonen saints.
b. honors only mal e saints.
c. recognizes no early church wonen | eaders.

7. The Russi an Federation governnent is in

enforcing enpl oynent and abuse | aws as they apply to wonen.

a. active and pronpt
b. slow and often i nept/unconcerned
c. persistent and unyiel ding

8. As the Russian Orthodox Church does not allow fennl e

priests, Russian Othodox wonen

a. are currently joining fem ni st theol ogians to | obby for
opening priestly positions to them

b. nonethel ess are accorded high positions of authority
in wonen’ s religious communities.

c. are leaving the church in great nunbers.

9. Next to Jesus Christ, icons in the Russian Ot hodox

Church venerate nore than any other person.

a. Mary, the Theotokos (bearer of God)
b. Elijah, the protector fromdi saster and evil
c. John the Baptist, the one who announced Christ’s com ng

10. United Nations Human Ri ghts Conm ssion del egat e Robert

Loftus recently reported that the sex trade is

a. a problemonly with those who traffic wonen and nmanage
t he | oat hsonme enterpri se.

b. a | oathsone practice all who engage in “sexual tourisni
nmust take responsibility for.

c. inpossible to control and not worth the effort trying to
curb.
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“Val ues are the bedrock...They inspire us to do what is right,
day in and day out--in peace and in war. They are what has nade
us different fromour civilian counterparts. They are the keys
to our success in the future. Because you have exenplified..
val ues throughout the history of this great Nation, today your

daughters, and granddaughters lead mlitary police patrols in
Korea, keep the supplies flowng from Germany to Bosnia, and keep

the skies free fromscud mssiles in Saudi Arabia.”
CGeneral Dennis Reinmer, “Wnen in Mlitary Service for Anerica,
17 Qct 1997
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